
Martha Hughes Cannon

LEGISLATOR

Born in Wales in 1857
Emigrated to Utah at age 3

Went by "Mattie"

 reformer

DOCTO
R

SUFFR
AGIST

Earned 4 degrees by the age of 25: 
chemistry, medicine, pharmaceuticals, and
public speaking

Doctor at the woman-run Deseret Hospital

Worked as a typesetter for the Woman's
Exponent, a women's newspaper

spoke about women’s rights at the Chicago
World’s Fair

Testified to Congress in support of 
women's suffrage

Ran for state senate against her
husband –  and won!

First female state senator in the U.S.
 revolutionized public health in UT

passed laws improving education
and sanitation

WHO WAS MARTHA?

All men and women are created
free and equal.


